
 
 

Here is the Order of Worship for our online worship experience. 

“With Great Joy!” 
Ascension Sunday – May 16, 2021 

 

Greeting and Welcome 
 

Prelude 
 

Choral Introit       “Dare to Dance” 
 

“Dare to Dance” ©1989 Trisha Watts, Willow Music, Forestville, N.S.W Used and Arranged by 

permission for Worship Design Studio This arrangement by Chuck Bell (ASCAP) CCLI#11306163.  
 

Call to Worship      
 

As Jesus prepares to leave the disciples, he opens their minds and blesses them. The 
result after he ascends is their return to Jerusalem with great joy and a desire for 
continually worshiping and blessing God in the temple. What happens when the “eyes 
of OUR hearts are enlightened?” We know the hope that we have been called to. As we 
wait for the Spirit with hope, we celebrate with abandon because we have no other ruler 
than the One who reigns with love and justice. 
 

*Sung Response:  
Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 

Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 
Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 

Dare to dance again! 



 

Dancing changes us: it transforms us and brings us to life, awakens our senses. 
Imagine the dreams and the heartbeat and the life stirring in Jesus and his disciples as 
he readied them for this next chapter of ministry. 
 

*Sung Response: 
Dare to dance with dreamers, sing their song, 
Dare to dance their stories, sing out strong. 

Dare to dance with freedom your whole life long, 
Dare to dance again! 

 

This is the call! 
Ready yourselves for new life. 

We lift up our heads to meet the day. 
Get ready to be the hands and feet of Jesus in this world. 

We fortify our hearts with compassion and action. 
Even when rain sets in, open those umbrellas of gratitude and set out anyway. 

For we are called to dance again! 
 

Opening Hymn of Praise 
 

        “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise”     UMH #312 
 

Words: Charles Wesley, 1739. Music: Robert Williams, 1817; harm. by Davis Evans, 1927. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-733303. All rights reserved.  Used with 
permission under CCLI License #11306163. 
 

1. Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia!  
To his throne above the skies. Alleluia!  
Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia!  
Reascends his native heaven. Alleluia!  
 

2. There the glorious triumph waits, Alleluia!  
Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia!  
Christ has conquered death and sin, Alleluia!  
Take the King of glory in. Alleluia!  
 

3. See! the heaven its Lord receives, Alleluia!  
Yet he loves the earth he leaves, Alleluia!  
Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!  
Still he calls the world his own. Alleluia!  
 

4. See! He lifts his hands above, Alleluia!  
See! He shows the prints of love, Alleluia!  
Hark! His gracious lips bestow, Alleluia!  
Blessings on his church below. Alleluia!  
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Holy One, Justice-Seeker, Lover of Creation – 
Help us to put on our dancing shoes 

so that we can be the hands and feet of Jesus. 
Come and dance with us, engage with us, as we seek you – 



so that we can be risen with Christ and in Christ. 
Be with us now, we pray.  Amen. 

 

Anthem:             “Blessed is the Man” 
 

Text from Psalm 1, Music by Jane M. Marshall, Hinshaw Music In. Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-733303. All rights reserved. Used with permission under CCLI License 
#11306163. 
 

A Story for All Ages (Children’s Time) 

This Week’s Dreamer: Jesus! 
 

Prayer following A Story for All Ages 
 

“We offer thanks 

we offer thanks 

for dreamers true 

for dreamers true 

for all they are 

for all they are 

and all they do 

and all they do. 

Let us become 

let us become 

dreamers too 

dreamers too 

and bring new life 

and bring new life 

to me and you 

to me and you! 

Amen! 

Amen! 

 

Hymn      “Come, Let Us with Our Lord Arise”   TFWS #2084 
 

Words: Charles Wesley. Music: Trad. English melody. Music © 1919 Stainer & Bell, Ltd., admin. 
By Hope Publishing Co. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-733303. All rights 
reserved.  Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 
 

1. Come, let us with our Lord arise, 
our Lord, who made both earth and skies; 
who died to save the world he made, 
and rose triumphant from the dead; 
he rose, the Prince of life and peace, 
and stamped the day forever his. 
 



2. This is the day the Lord has made, 
that all may see his love displayed, 
may feel his resurrection's power, 
and rise again, to fall no more, 
in perfect righteousness renewed, 
and filled with all the life of God. 
 

3. Then let us render him his own, 
with solemn prayer approach his throne, 
with meekness hear the gospel word, 
with thanks his dying love record, 
our joyful hearts and voices raise, 
and fill his courts with songs of praise. 
 

Gospel Lesson  Luke 24:44-53 (NRSV, adapted) 
 

Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-
-that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said 
to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the 
third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to 
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am 
sending upon you what Abba, God, promised; so stay here in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high." 
 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were 
continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.   
 

Sermon     “With Great Joy!”        Rev. Matthew Sergent 

 

Prayers of the People 
 

Hymn for Stepping Out 
 

       “Jesus Shall Reign”      UMH #157 

(verses 1, 3, and 5) 
 

 

Words: Isaac Watts, 1719. Music: John Hatton, 1793. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-733303. All rights reserved.  Used with permission under CCLI License #11306163. 
 

1. Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does its successive journeys run; 
his kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

3. People and realms of every tongue 



dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 
 

5. Let every creature rise and bring 
honors peculiar to our King; 
angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud amen! 
 

Benediction 
 

The disciples looked up to heaven, 
and then looked around at each other. 

Slowly, understanding dawned upon them 
as they began to recognize the presence 

of their beloved Jesus in their midst. 
With their minds enlightened, and their hearts set free, 

they went forth rejoicing, singing and praying. 
Let us, too, go forth with joy to serve the Lord. 

And may the Loving God, 
Risen Christ, 

and Dancing Spirit  
fill you with all you need 

for the days ahead. 
And all God’s people said, 

“Amen!" 
 

Postlude 







 


