SERVING OTHERS

· 15- major mission project, which requires many, many to be successful.

· 8-open up potlucks (via John &Jennifer, signs) to be community and outreach events.  I’d love to use our kitchen here to help feed people!

· 7-serving other members of a church who need help; it’s a way to feel more connected, and strengthen the church, which would help me feel stronger about the church.  But I need a way to understand who needs a hand, and what I can do.

· 6- In times of need, (illness, care giving, death of loved one, etc.) assign a person to regularly visit, call, and get help for a member until the need is over.

· 4-Prepare a CD for giveaway to new people showing all we do in the church.  It is hard to know all we do in 1 Sunday visit.  We can have choir/Christmas/mission projects/Sunday school programs they can see.

· 2-provide short-term opportunities to help others with a defined time commitment that meshes with other responsibilities.

· 1-challenging mission project that brings entire congregation together for a hands-on project – i.e.: inviting hungry to church for a meal & fellowship

· 1-group mission projects -like Jeremiah Project – bring to backyard – close-in needs  -like sorting clothes or having clothes closet – having a place for homeless to shower;/rest/eat

· 1-communicating whom to contact, what committee exists, need that directory!!

· 1-advertizing our services to the public with mailings

· 1- youth groups – small groups, now Sunday school answers.  Good discussions

· 1-alzheimers support group, Sunday (2nd of month) every other month with topic speaker support

· 1-put up visible symbols (e.g. poster boards announcing upcoming service project) of church’s priorities right inside entrances

· Group breakfast before services on Sunday

· Address environmental justice issues

· Extended outreach to those who come to the church for help.  Not just band aids, but really help them

· Focus- do a few things well.  Cannot do all things or be everything to ever body.  Get more people involved and then grow into more

· Annual church-wide retreat

· Large mission focus, i.e. habitat, prison ministry, food pantry, etc.

· Missions volunteer opportunity

· Homeless or nearly homeless directed

· Previously planned activity to plug into

· Hands-on!

· Once a month or bi-monthly

· Missions for families working together

· fundraisers – bake sales, car washes, raffles, chili 

· advertise care committee, so all know it exists

· Quarterly active mission opportunity (build kits or sort clothes after church)

· Mission fair (with goal to have opportunity to sign up to help events for upcoming 6-12 months) allows me to plan

· Communication of all activities offered

· Ways I can serve others with children attached to me.  Preparing meals in my home and delivering to others who need them – like another family from church.  Simple things, not overwhelming

· I need to know what the acronyms stand for so I can help.

· Service projects such as wheel chair ramps, etc.

· Projects our whole family can work on toward specific achievable goal. See results

· Food projects for others.  Making/packing lunches/dinners

· Make sure youth group can go to JP and/or m-Fuge – like mission week

· Focus church on missions that are limited and specific

· Fewer missions for the whole church to concentrate on with small groups all contributing in various ways

· Church-wide time-boxed event (construction, phone books mission) where we have time to talk to other participants

· Central mission project for the entire congregation.  Short term and then pick another one

· Big sort clothes for Honduras again

· Write letters to soldiers day

· Write letters to legislators relating to hunger relief federal funding and policies

· Engage members in at least one thing in addition to worship service

· Commuter coffee outreach

· Wear name tags every Sunday

· Weekly info emails (mass emails) telling: who’s sick, who is happy (b-day, baby, anniversary, etc.) weekly schedule, etc. etc.

· Discussion opportunities – how to deal in the midst of crisis

· Expand mission garden so people in need can come and get fresh produce.

